












The Adoption Exchange could not accomplish so much without 
volunteers like Wendell and Amberlee Smith. The Smiths, adoptive 
parents of three little boys, have been involved with the Utah Office 
of The Adoption Exchange for years, first as prospective adoptive 
parents and then later as Advisory Board members.

Wendell and Amberlee have donated many hours to The 
Adoption Exchange and are very dedicated to the mission of 
finding adoptive homes for children waiting in foster care.  They 
have introduced numerous donors, volunteers and prospective 
families to The Adoption Exchange with the hope of educating 
them about the need for support.

As volunteers for The Adoption Exchange, Wendell and Amberlee 
have acted as representatives for children with special needs by 
educating their community about the need for adoptive homes 
for the more than 150 children waiting in Utah’s foster care 

system.  Through their own example of adopting, they have 
shown their enthusiasm for permanency for all children.

Meet Utah Volunteers
Wendell and Amberlee Smith

It was meant to be.  I am convinced of that.  A short conversation 
with two foster parents turned the light on inside my head.  Their 
simple words, “We have always wanted a large family,” stuck with 
me.  At that time, we had a sibling group of four who needed a 
permanent home. But finding that place was hard.  However, 
when I heard those words, I felt pretty strongly that the puzzle 
had been solved.

The most exciting moment was when the children met the family.  
We sat at a local restaurant, the four children on one side of the 
table and the family of three on the other.  The four sat still for 
the first time that evening and listened as their soon-to-be mom 

showed them pictures of their home, their yard, their family.  It 
was unbelievably quiet as the four would ask a question, and 
the new parents would answer.  The whole transition was also 
unbelievably fast.  Once the home was found, the children 
wanted to be with their new family.

I have no other explanation for it other than it was meant to 
be.  No placement or transition that I have been involved in has 
ever gone so smoothly.  Sure, there have been some problems; 
however, I believe this new mom and dad are wise beyond their 
years.  I am thankful and elated that I was able to have a part in 
making this come together.

“MEANT TO BE” in Wyoming
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The Adoption Exchange provides educational seminars sponsored by the 
Colorado Department of Human Services.  These classes are offered to 
Foster and Adoptive Parents and all Child Welfare Professionals.

COMING UP:

March 18 
Effective Matching Practices at 9:00 a.m.
in Sterling at the Logan County DSS

April 2 
Helping Children Cope at 5:30 p.m.
in Sterling at the Logan County DSS

April 9
Transitioning from Foster to Adoptive Parenting
in Brighton at the Adams County DSS

April 23
Guided by the Law at 9:00 a.m.
in Ft. Morgan at Morgan County DHS

To register, please visit www.cocwtraining.com
For questions about the classes or about registering for a class, please 
contact Charmaine Jiner at (303) 755-4756 ext. 222 or
charmaine@adoptex.org

EDUCATIONAL CLASSES IN COLORADO
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SPECIAL GIFTS

In Honor of Craig Barnes
“Merry Christmas from your
dedicated staff”
Jaime
JoAnne
Megan
Sean

In Honor of Candyce Barton
Katrina L. White

In Honor of Mary and Bob Bearman’s 
60th Birthdays
Joan Barker
Brooke Bearman
Michael Bearman
Mary and Morty Bearman
Rob and Marcie Bearman
Julie Bock
Pat Brigenberg
Tricia Campbell
Raymond Coons
Catherine Coughlin
Mary Egleston
Carolyn Francis
Virginia Fuller
Mimi Haas
Joyce Hutchens
Mary Anne Keyte
Franklin and Martha Nachman
Katherine Smith
Dixie and Bert van de Flier

In Honor of Carol Burks
Douglas Burks

In Honor of Pat Cody
Robert R. Spangler

In Honor of the Dell-Barks Wedding
Danielle Barks

In Honor of Miss Ella Mae Feuer
Stephanie Friedman

In Honor of Lisa Scott Greenberg and 
David Rickman
Laura Rayle

In Honor of David Kiker’s Birthday
Polly and Jack Seale

In Honor of Pam Kiker
Polly Seale

In Honor of Michael McLeod
Pamela Janssen

In Honor of Ray Nutt’s Birthday
James and Eloise Hammond
Suellyn Nutt

In Honor of Polly Seale
Pam Kiker

In Honor of Bailey Taylor
The Baers
Deborah Camp
Daniel Taylor, Jr.
Kristi Taylor

In Honor of Bill and Carol Williams
“Thanks for the love and guidance as 
devoted parents!”
Shelbi Perry

MEMORIAL GIFTS

In Memory of Hoyt W. Doyel
Alice Doyel
Jimpsie Doyel

In Memory of Gloria Anderson
The Kiker Team

Maryellen Aylmer Memorial Fund
Marian and Dave Aylmer
Ken and Andrea Lund
Scott Partridge and Kristina Chung
Dr. Kenneth and Mrs. Jacqueline Kerr
Scott Solomon
Dixie and Bert van de Flier
Larry, Jill, Christina & Matthew DiPasquale

	 In Memory of Sandy Barrett’s Dad
	 Jill and Larry DiPasquale

	 In Memory of Shirley Gillis
	 Marian and Dave Aylmer
	 Jill and Larry DiPasquale

	 In Memory of John Love
	 Marian and Dave Aylmer
	 Jill and Larry DiPasquale

In Memory of Garth Bates
Janet Bates

In Memory of Emily Anne Flug
Paul and Anne Murray
Elizabeth Murray

In Memory of Bob Griffith
Gary Alexander
Archana Mandpe
Jacquelyn Propernick
Dixie and Bert van de Flier 

In Memory of Ellie Valdez Honeyman
Suzanne Dosh
Mary Sullivan

In Memory of Martha L. Lawrence
Maynes, Bradford, Shipps & Sheftel, LLP

In Memory of J. Ronald McLean
Jeff Corwin

In Memory of Jacquelin Nutt
Arnell Galley
Pam and David Kiker
Shelbi Perry
Jacquelyn Propernick
Dixie and Bert van de Flier
David F. Zinger

In Memory of George, Bess, and 
Michael Sneath
Sandra Carter-Duff

In Memory of our son, Patrick Young
Gerald Young

SPOTLIGHT CONFERENCE Coming in May

SPOTLIGHT ON FAMILIES: Recognizing and supporting the 
varied needs of adoptive families

COPARC’S annual Spotlight Conference is scheduled for May 2, 
2009 in Aurora, Colorado!

This year’s theme is “Spotlight on Families: Recognizing 
and supporting the varied needs of adoptive families.”  Two 
special, internationally recognized keynote speakers – Richard 
Delaney and Arleta James – will share their knowledge with 
all who attend. There will be a professional/clinical track with 
information for therapists, caseworkers, and other professionals 
who want to increase their expertise working with adoptive 

families. The family track will offer additional options to add 
to your skills and strengthen your families. Exhibit tables, 
door prizes, networking, good food, and opportunities to 
communicate with adoptive families are all part of what is 
special about COPARC’s Spotlight Conference.  Mark your 
calendars now and plan to join us for this special event!  

See you there – watch for more information on our website at 
www.adoptex.org.

May 2, 2009	 DoubleTree Hotel – Aurora, Colorado
8:30 – 4:00	

WAITING CHILDREN

Joshua 7772 in Colorado Jasmine 8088 in Nevada Danial 7409 in Utah Ali 7690 in Missouri,
photo by Bill Bateman

Jacob 8001 in Oklahoma
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